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Document Purpose
The following document details the minimum requirements that must be met in order to qualify to host a SARDA sanctioned Off Road Gas National event.

These requirements include but are not limited to facilities and venue, track, security, officials, safety and systems.

Facilities / Venue Requirements

Parking for drivers and spectators

Covered Driver’s Stand

Pit Area to accommodate at least 10 driver’s pit crew

Electrical supply sufficient to cope with the demands of the drivers

If the electrical supply is insufficient for driver’s to run their own personal compressors, a club compressor should be made available for free use

Toilet facilities must be available in the vicinity for both males and females

Sufficient grounds should exist for competitors to erect gazebos or tents for their pit / work area

Safety and Security

The host club must provide security for those members who leave equipment and tent’s etc. at the venue over night, that is  for Thursday, Friday and Saturday night. Any additional nights required by clubs entering must negotiate that requirement with the host

A First Aid kit must be provided by the host club and kept at the race control at all times during the event. The kit should contain basic emergency equipment 

A Fire Extinguisher must be made available at all times, this should be kept with the First Aid Kit. It is advised that you have a person that knows something about first aid at the event. A qualified person would actually be ideal to cater for any eventuality

Adequate protection shall be provided to avoid injury to spectators in the event of a car leaving the track at high speed. Spectators should be warned of bad spots like the end of a straight etc. Ideally grand stands should be made available for the spectators if possible

An indemnity sign may be put up for a clubs own protection, as specified in the constitution. This s not essential, however. SARDA accepts no responsibility what so ever for accidents and injuries due to the neglect of the host club. SARDA does carry a third party insurance cover for the event which applies similar criteria when evaluating claims

Systems
A working, tested Race Control Software application and associated computer and laser printer.  Examples include, JLaps, Laps Free, BBK, Slyfox or similar

AMBrc (capable of supporting personal transponders) system with  20  charged transponders

Sufficient protected mains power supply to race control area (UPS for a PC and Printer)

A sheltered table or support area for location of Race Control system, including computer, monitor and printer.

PA or suitable speaker system for audio.

A4 paper as required for reports.

Track

The host club must make the track available for drivers to practice at least one month before the Nationals

The host club must ensure that the track surface is clean and prepared in it’s state of racing by 10am on the Thursday before the event

If the track has concrete barriers then appropriate action must be taken to put protective materials in those areas so as to prevent unnecessary damage to cars

The track should conform to a minimum width of 3 metres on at least 80% of the length.  Special attention should be made to sharp turns providing ample width for drivers to successfully negotiate corners
Officials

Race Director

The race director will be responsible for;

· The start, timing and finish of each race

· The operation of the Computer and timing equipment

· Commentary unless a dedicated commentator is available

· Applying penalties issued by the referee or Clerk of the Course

· Ensuring that the event finishes on time

Chief Marshal

The chief marshal must ensure that all marshals have reported to him/her, and for ensuring that the grid is correctly lined up and that it is not interfered with after the race Directors “hands off” or 30 second call.  The Chief Marshal must ensure that the drivers are recorded on the race sheet if they marshalled or not and report any problems to the Race Director to enable penalties to be applied when required.

Marshals

Marshals are responsible for the timeous marshalling of cars on the track.  Marshals are generally made up of the drivers of the previous heat.  If a driver is unable to marshal as per the requirement, then it is the responsibility of the driver to find a suitable replacement.  Marshals shall be employed in positions where they are able to perform their duties.  It is optional for the host club to arrange for paid / volunteer marshals as replacements for the drivers.  If paid / volunteer marshals are used, it’s the responsibility of the host club to suitably train these marshals.

Clerk of the Course / Referee

The Clerk of the Course is predominantly the SARDA Chairman  or a SARDA representative who will accept complete responsibility for the application of the rules.  The duty can be done by 2 people if required or delegated by the Chairman
Commentator

Commentary is a requirement at an off road national event.  This commentary should be done either by a dedicated commentator, race management system or the race director.
Scrutineer

The Chief Scrutineer will be solely responsible for the upholding of the rule 32, Sctrutineering Procedure.

Test equipment must be made available:

· A digital scale accurate to 1 gram must be supplied. SARDA will supply a calibration weight at the event to impose a correction factor if required to this scale.  In the event of a discrepancy then that same weight will be used to do a spot check with the car in question. No calibration certificate is necessary any longer. The scale must however be of such quality that it gives consistent readings.

· Measurement box capable of measuring according to the IFMAR regulations imposed on off road racing

· Measuring equipment capable of extracting fuel from the vehicle and measuring according to the IFMAR regulation

Driver’s Briefing Guidelines
It is important to have a Driver's Meeting. Among other things, the following is a list of items that should be reviewed.

· Welcome and introduce the 
· Race Director (______________), 
· Time Keeper (______________) 
· and Referee (______________) by name.

· Clearly explain the number of rounds (____).

· Clearly explain the number of heats (____), and the qualification system for the Finals.

· State the number of cars in each heat (____).

· State the interval between rounds (____), and between the Mains.

Explain to the racers where they will find the heat they are in, their race number, and their assigned frequency.

· Point out features on the track:

· The entry point for the track

· The start and finish line

· Marshalling points

· The location of transponders and car numbers

· Where the results will be posted

· Where to re-fuel

· Where the toilets are, etc.

Explain the Starting procedure for heats and mains

· When will cars be called to the line

· How will the cars be started

· What signals are used to say when the race is done?

Explain marshalling procedures

· Marshal the heat following your own

· First heat is marshalled by the racers in the last heat that day

· Substitution of marshals is not allowed without first getting approval from the race director.

· Explain if there are any requirements for marshals (age, SARDA membership, etc…)

· Explain if marshals need any special clothing, and if it is provided by the race. Include safety instructions, such as no open toed shoes, and if it's recommended to wear gloves.

· Explain that marshals should not leave their post until the race is officially over.

· Safety first - no open toed shoes, marshals ought to wear gloves

· Oncoming traffic has the right-of-way. Don't rush out to retrieve a stuck car and interfere with racers on the track.

· Watch your own area of the track.

· Don't fix broken cars unless you can do so while also paying attention to the cars that are running.

· Failure to marshal will result in a specified penalty.

Explain any penalty and/or protest system. 

Explain that you will be sticking to the rules, and if for example, someone doesn't marshal, or violates any other track rules, they WILL be penalized.

Mention any specific requirements from the host club

Announce when and where awards will be handed out.

Announce the starting time for the first heat.

Marshalling Guidelines for All

The following is a simple guideline for all marshals.

After your race, you MUST report immediately to the track for marshalling duties. The racers scheduled for the last heat will marshal the first heat. 

Marshalling is a REQUIRED activity unless the host club has made provision for external marshals. You must take your turn at marshalling. If you are not physically able (or are under 12), you must make arrangements for someone to fill your marshalling position. If you do not, you will be docked laps. 

Take a wooden dowel with you to kill the engine of a run away car, push on the engine flywheel not the main spur gear. The flywheel is usually off to one side of the chassis. Don’t be shy push real hard on that flywheel.

Pay strict attention to your section of the track - do not get caught up in the racing, nobody likes a day dreamer. Marshall as you'd like your race to be marshalled. 

Keep an eye on what's coming toward you, and generally what's going on around you. Do not try to run between cars, placing you in harm's way - don't be a hero. 

BE SAFE out there. Buggies and Truggies are more easily repaired than humans if it takes a couple of extra seconds, then so be it. If the driver doesn't like it, he shouldn't have crashed in the first place. 

Never, ever, cross oncoming traffic until it's safe to do so, for both you and the other cars on the track. 

These cars can be dangerous if not marshalled properly. Be aware of the hazardous parts of the car - engine, exhaust, gears, tires, etc. 

Open toed shoes and sandals are NOT permitted in the pits or track area! 

Use both hands to marshal an overturned car, picking it up by the front and or rear bumpers or wing. Using one hand may seem quicker, but you'll generally do a better job if you use both hands. 

Do not try to kick cars over with your feet. 

Always try to Marshall a car so that it points in the right direction when released. 

Place buggies back on the track in the location where they crashed or left the track. Do not advance a car on the track. 

Don't throw a car into oncoming traffic and cause another crash! Wait until the track is clear before you set the car back down on the track. 

If you notice that one car caused another to crash, help the innocent guy first. The guy who caused the crash doesn't deserve to be rewarded by being marshalled first. 

Marshall all buggies and truggies equally, play no favourites. Do not leave the track until all cars are finished. 

Racers - Get off the throttle when you're being marshalled! The marshal may choose to just stand back and wait for you to get on the brakes before helping your overturned car. 

Return all stopped buggies or truggies to the pit area ASAP. Be aware of any Marshall not at his post and try to cover his area as well as yours.

Get to your marshalling position as quickly after your race as possible. The next racers will need your help during their warm up session; they can't drive any better than you can.



