SARDA On-Road Gas Race Report TRAP 2011

An early start to the gas racing season saw the best of South Africa’s Gas R/C drivers descend on the great TRAP racing  facility in Pretoria for round 1 of the South African Championships for 2011.  
The track was run in an Anti clockwise direction for this Nat and general feeling was that it flowed a lot better in this direction and was also less severe on the cars and motors. 

Thursday practice saw Wayne and Faizel very quick from the start, that dark black line on the track has obviously taken a few weekends to build up!  Rowan looked very sharp in the 200mm, as did Dawie  van der Merwe  and a few of the other local boys as well.  235 mm didn’t show much with the pre-race favourite Derrick Plank only expected on race day.  Young  Imtiaz  Salie was having his first outing in the 235 class and driving the traditional “Salie” purple race colours. (thought this paint was discontinued by Tamiya after sales on this colour dropped off a year or two ago?)  He looked very smooth and careful and promised to surprise a few on the weekend.  Jaques Liebenberg, normally one of the flyers in 1/8,  especially at TRAP, was testing a 1/5 and looking to give young  Barend Myburg a run at the front of this class.  (First BMW panel van I’ve ever seen!)

Friday saw much of the same with a few more runners picking up their pace as they settled with the new  layout and smooth surface. Saturday promised a few suprises! 

Saturday Sprints 

235mm Class
This fast and flowing track suited the 235mm cars well.  Much interest was on the 200mm converted touring car of Ian Cloud, a past A Main electrics and gas driver, making a comeback to the Gas racing after a couple of years.  Added to this was the debut of young  Imtiaz Salie.

From round 1 Derrick Plank had the package as he controlled every round , and after the  4 rounds of sprinting, the  evergreen racer had  secured the TQ spot , with Ian Cloud  in second, followed by Derek Noddings in 3rd and Imtiaz 4th. Glimpes  of the pace that Ian had could be seen in a couple of the sprints and the “old school” were going to be hard pressed to hold off his challenge in the Sunday Mains. 
200mm Nitro touring
The organizers decision to run the track anti clockwise, meant a very fast down hill straight with a tight hairpin at the end of the straight, and an uphill infield making motor tuning even more critical. Early lap times were a little slow as the track was green but as more cars hit the track the traction improved and lap times dropped. It was a case of de javu from 2010 as Rowan and Mikey traded fastest laps in free practice and were both setting some impressive times.

Qualifying came down to a head to head battle between 2010 Champion Mike Wiseman and Rowan Bower, all that was left was to see who would be making the show at the end of the four qualifying rounds. As the track was still evolving those in the know knew that TQ would be taken in round four.
This was to be just the case as Rowan and Mikey lined up alongside each other in the last heat. And what a race we were treated to as the duo battled it out for the five minutes not separated by more than a cars length, with Mike trying all he could to put a move on Rowan but to no avail as Rowan secured a well deserved TQ with Mikey in second. Dawie vd Merwe who showed good pace in practice, carried that pace into qualifying with a brilliant third.


1/8th scale

The qualifiers of the premier class of 1/8th scale, always good to watch,was again spectacular. Pre-favorites to watch were Wayne Joelson, Mike Wiseman, Johan Kirsten, Jason Mara and Faizel Salie as racing pace was already shown from  the Thursday practice.

 Wayne Joelson had the edge for the Sprints as he won all 4 rounds, with consistent and flawless runs, to claim TQ for the weekend with 17 laps in 5:02.76 and also the fastest lap of 17.97 seconds. Mike Wiseman closed the gap and in round 4 was looking  good. He claimed the  2nd position, just 2.5 seconds behind the TQ  man, within range of Wayne’s fastest lap time, doing a 18.03 seconds fastest lap.
The tussle for third was only decided in round 4 as well  as a ding dong battle between Faizel  Salie and Johan Kirsten ensued, with the Youngster claiming the third spot on the podium with a result of 16 laps in 5:00.99, just missing the 17 lapper. Dave Wiseman, 1st round results stood firmly for a 5th position, 16 laps in 5:05.72
6th was Jason Mara while Shaheen surprised a few as he snatched 7th, ahead of Border flyer Daryn Green.  Young Andrew Plint, in only his 2nd year of car racing, took 9th with regular 200mm driver Willi Noordman  locking down 10th.  Willie, having his first National  with a 1/ 8th,  put in a good run with a result of 16 laps in 5:17.43

Great to see some of the old faces making a return to racing at National level with both Willem Du Preez and returning veteran, Fred Schonken having  good drives, with Fred finished in 14th position after a long rest of 6/7 years from racing. 
235mm Finals 
From the start, Ian leapt into the lead and absorbed the pressure as both Derrick Plank and Derek Noddings hung on  grimly for the first 5 minutes , before Ian gradually opened the gap.  Driving smoothly and consistently, he steadily opened a gap at the front while the two D’s scrapped in a typical 235mm dice for the 2nd spot. After many changes of position, a bent down front bumper eventually slowed Derek Noddings , allowing Derrick Plank to secure the 2nd spot with a fine drive. 

Young  Imtiaz,  driving a mature drive, took the 4th spot.  Watch him for a placing on the podium sometime soon! Tony George and Peter Plint rounded out the results with good performances in the class. Lots of interest from many quarters as the potential to run some of the older model 200mm cars in this class should see some suprising new entries  at the Border Nat at the end of April. Ian’s fastest lap of 19.79 was a new lap record as the TRAP layout has been revised since the last National
200mm Nitro touring
B Mains: 

A good mix of up and coming talent and some old hands in this main. It seems as though the young guns had this one covered as Ryan Kruger ran a controlled race taking him from fifth on the grid to a fine win. Second place and only 3 seconds behind was Mike Meyers. Chris vd Walt had a superb main finishing a superb third from ninth on the grid.

A Mains: 

A great show down loomed between Mike and Rowan and it was anyone’s call as to who would take this one. Unfortunately we would not get to witness much of this as Mikey suffered a technical issue almost from the get go, eventually retiring on lap 27. Mikes demise meant that Rowan had a stress free run for the duration of the main. Dave kept the Wiseman name flying high with a great controlled drive to finish second. Another old hand coming to the fore was Lieb Liebenberg who held off a fast charging Dawie to take a brilliant and unexpected third.

It looks as though the 2011 season is going to be a two horse race between Rowan and Mike with a host of up and coming talent and old hands all capable of mixing it. East London plays host for round two of this year’s Championship  and by all indications this one going to be a cracker!
1/8 FINALS

B-Mains

In the B-Mains the following racers were gridded up for their 45minute final with Derrick Plank, Andy Podrenek, Willem du Preez, Fred Schonken, Peter Plint, Christiaan de Wet, Chris van der Walt, Henry Mostert and Alan Plint. Andy took no prisoners to cross the line first on lap one, followed by Derrick Plank and Christiaan de Wet. Lap 5 saw Christiaan taking the lead and his consistant drive, saw him stay at the front to take the win in the B-Mains with a remarkable 131 laps in 45:20.95. This performance  would ultimately  give him an overall result of 4th for the event. 
Henry  followed  Christiaan  from lap 5 and kept his 2nd position to finish with 127 laps in 45:00.61. Andy, also a fairly new driver to on-road Gas,   was running comfortably  in 3rd position throughout the race but an engine cut on lap 118 (with about 3 minutes to go) saw him go out as they could not restart the car.

In one of Willem’s best drives for a couple of years and one which got a great cheers from all the drivers,  Willem du Preez took the third spot on the podium,  with 119laps, 1 lap ahead of the luckless Andy. 

Of note in this race, was a great standard of driving with good performances all the way down this field, as well as very sportsmanlike drives from all the competitors, well done drivers! 
A Mains

The start of the race saw Wayne Joelson, Mike Wiseman, Faizel Salie, Johan Kirsten and Dave Wiseman all down the back straight in convoy. Wayne’s consistent lap times, stamped his authority on the race and he showed his WC experience, by running a great consistant final at speed.  Mike Wiseman followed Wayne closely at the start but was unable to put any pressure on Wayne and  Faizel  had a comfortable race, although scrapping with  Johan Kirsten for position. Unfortunately, Johan  had a knock on lap 34, which switched off his car,and allowed Faizel  to secure a safe 3rd position.  Mike Wiseman opted to go conservative towards the end  of the race and lost valuable laps to Wayne.
 Wayne completed the 45 minute final with 140 laps in 45:09.64, tire change inclusive, with Mike Wiseman 2nd (133 laps in 45:00.25) and 3rd position Faizel Salie (132 laps in 45:18.18). Jason Mara, although claiming the 2nd fastest lap time of 18.52s had to stop his race on lap 49 due to damage to his car. Darryn Green (129 laps in 45:17.54) and Dave Wiseman were tussling for the 4th spot for long periods in  of the race until a blown plug saw Dave drop back to 6th.  Darryn recovered from a cut as well and was running very consistent throughout the race, to finish 1 lap down to Johan Kirsten (130 laps in 45:14.53), in 5th position. Great to see 9 of the 10 starters all finishing this race competitively. 
Drives of the weekend!

1 Willem for his fighting drive in the 1/8 main, 

2 Andrew Plint for his great Qualifyer in the 1/8 A Main

3 Rowan Bower For his TQ and Mains win in the 200mm Class 

4 Newcomer Ryan Kruger for his win in the 200mm B Main and  5th overall.

5 Imtiaz Salie, still knocking on the trophy door with another 4 x 4th places

6 Mike Myers for finishing 6th overall in the 200mm class

7 Christiaan De Wet for a good 4th overall in the 1/8 Mains

Round up 

Racing standards continue to improve and the top drivers in SA move on to East London now for the 2nd leg being held over the weekend of 30 April/ 01 May. 

Entries are open on the site so lets see a big entry and a good spread of the coastal home drivers coming out to race!  
