Durban National Race Report  2010
Whoever said a Durban National is going to be easy?  Every year the track challenges you, the local club always seems to have a never ending pit of ”ringer” drivers lurking in the background all year, waiting patiently for this weekend to inflict more pain on you, and their usual flyers are right on their A game,  welcome to the house of Pain! 

After the weekly “Pat and Rowan show” has kept the build up going, with a few whispered warnings from Christian Fourie going unheeded, the visitors arrived at the Durban venue early Thursday to get themselves and their cars dialled in to the tricky Southway track. 

The track has been resurfaced and although a bit smoother and with extremely low tyre wear, the hosts were struggling to offer up the usual grip we have at a Nat, despite the sugar and VHT additive. Aggressive driving was not the solution here as only the drivers with smooth styles and soft throttle control were looking good as the day went on. Traction built slowly as the drivers searched for set up and tyre combo’s that worked. Most drivers had plenty of front end traction and turn in but struggled to lock down the rear of the cars, especially under braking. 

Friday saw perfect weather with less wind and less dust which had aggravated the traction problem on Thursday. Some drivers adapted fairly quickly to the improved traction while the big throttle boys struggled on. By around 3pm most of the usual top boys were well in the groove, and then happy hour arrived a bit early. (Happy hour is usually at around 1630-1730hrs) when the traction suddenly really come up and almost every set up and tyre combo seems to work just great.
We now had supergrip with the 200mm Nitro cars traction rolling with ease and even the 1/8 cars were up on two wheels. Even Arnie felt there was enough grip! 

Some of the 1/8 boys were looking sensational as they banged in some really quick low 21 sec laps while the 200mm were running .5 of a second under the lap record times. Roll on Saturday!
Saturday Sprints. 

Another perfect day greeted the drivers and the good traction continued to build.
200mm nitro touring 

 Group 1
This group was dominated by the local boys with Ivan taking heat 1 but Chris Potgieter took over from heat 2, taking the next 3 rounds. Team-mate Mischa Naidoo ran well to take all 4 x 2nds in the heats with these only these 3 drivers putting down 11 lappers from this group.

Group 2 

This is where DMCC hid their ringers! A very tough group of experienced locals and the lone inlander, Steven Smit, saw the pace jump up right from their first run as the very in-form Daniel Ferguson,  driving a Sheperd, and Tony D’ Oliviera (Serpent 733) immediately set their markers, running low 11 lappers to finish round 1 in the top 5 overall.

 They continued to improve their times with Daniel putting in a great run in round 3 that would see him get his first podium at Nationals in the Sprints with a fine 3rd position with a run of 12 laps in 5.13.391 sec Tony would take 5th overall with his best run while Steven would grab 15th with his top run

Group 3 

These were the boys lying just out of the top 8 spots in the Championship and it saw an even mix of locals and Inlanders. Heat 1 went to local Andrew Plint while team-mate Luis Fernandes took round 2 and 3, while round 4 saw a great dice with Luis and Derek Noddings, which saw Derek pip Luis at the line with both running good 12 lappers to see them go into positions 8 and 9 overall. Andrew just missed a top 10 by less than a second, taking 11th overall while  Willie Noordman, Asad and Errol Warner had some good tussles which saw Willie finish one position ahead of Asad, about 5 seconds outside a top 10 spot.

Group 4

This group had the top 8 in the Sprint Championship and much was expected as Rowan was leading this Championship coming to the Durban National. He had looked good in practice but had some patches where the car looked very tricky to drive. The local boys had a lot to prove here. 
Heat 1 saw Mike, Dave, young Ayrton and Henry Mostert take the round  while in the 2nd round, we saw Dave and Mike register 12 laps in 5.04sec while Dino banged in his best run, a 12 lapper in 5.26 sec which would see him take 10th overall.
 Round 3 saw few changes but Pat was on the move as he bagged the 6th spot overall with a fine run. He’s showing he is not just a home track boy with good runs at TVR and Durban to back up his EL performance! 
Round 4 saw Mike run the only 13 lapper of the weekend to take the TQ spot with Dave, also driving the new Serpent 733 into second with a 12.5.04.714  Rowan brought his Mugen back into 4th overall with a 12lapper in 5.13.787sec. 

The Durban boys were really in good form, taking the top 3 spots and placing 6 in the top 10.  

235mm 2wd 

Numbers were down a bit as some of the regulars couldn’t make this event but racing was still tight with Ian Corbett surprising a few in round one as he closed on Dave for the lead and beat Arnie and ran 2nd best lap time. Where has this guy been hiding? 
 Round 2 saw Arnie react to this with a best run to take over  the TQ spot with the first 12 lapper for this group but round 3 saw Dave pull one out of the bag to post a new TQ time of 12 laps in 5.13.017sec which would stand for the day. Arnie took second while Ian held off Derek and Ivan to retain the 3rd spot. 

1/8

Group 6 

Withdrawals after the programme was loaded meant only 4 cars contested this group but it still provided some good racing with Off-Road A mains driver Christiaan De Wet making his Gas On Road debut and showing some good pace with his Mugen, winning heats 2,3,and 4. Peter Plint and Errol Warner, both running older cars but really enjoying their 1/8 racing, were nearest to Christiaan but couldn’t quite hold his pace. Christiaan would finish 11th overall. 

Group 7 
Again this group saw those drivers sitting just out of the top 5 in the championships and they immediately notched up 13 lappers  to set a marker for the day. Dave led this group and would take 5th overall but only just ahead of Luis Fernandes (Sheperd) who showed the pace he has after an unlucky  Border Nat.  Tony D’Oliviera, Andrew Plint and Daryn Green, on his first visit to the Durban Track, would take 8, 9 and 10th overall. 

Group 8

With the cream of On Road and Gas Off Road driving in this group, this promised to be a super group to watch. Round 1 saw Wayne blast into the lead while the others tussled with Wayne (Mugen) posting the only 14 lapper from this round. 
Round 2 again saw Wayne again dominate with another lone 14 lapper but the signs were there as the top 3 all ran best laps of Wayne 21.5, Dean21.6 and Mike 21.5 with Arnie just behind with a 22.4 
 Round 3  was a humdinger with Mike finding a gap past Wayne and taking the lead but a bump saw Wayne go back into the front spot, Mike increased the pressure but was unable to get a clean pass so settled for second but the lap times had dropped even further with Wayne doing a 21,2 and Mike a 21.0sec  Roll on heat 4!   
Heat 4 again saw Mike flying as he pressured Wayne and then took the lead on lap 2, with Dean Steenmans (Sheperd) hanging just a few metres behind Mike. Mike was 3 seconds inside the TQ time when a stripped gear ended his run, giving Dean the lead. Wayne also stopped with a problem, allowing Arnie and Shaheen to grab 2nd and 3rd in this heat. 
Overall Wayne (Mugen) took the TQ with a fine run, 1 second ahead of Mike (Serpent) with Dean (Sheperd) in third and Arnie (Edam) in 4th. Great to see a good mix of brands running at the top of this class as well.  

 Concourse winners
200mm – Dino

235mm – Peter Plint

1/8th – Errol Warner

SUNDAY MAINS 
200mm C MAIN
It’s obvious the Durban pensioners ( Coffin Dodgers) have too much practice time on their hands as Big Ivan jumped into the lead from 4th on the grid.  A battery problem saw his challenge fall away on lap 11 as Rias Kahn, mounted his challenge and it was a good one, as he held off the rest of the field with a smooth drive to take the win with 59 laps .Peter Plint, the pole man, also stayed out of trouble to run a fine final and take 2nd overall, just 7 seconds behind Rias. Third was visitor Errol Warner, just 2 laps behind the leaders while newcomer Muiz Alias ran a steady race to take the 4th spot one lap ahead of Border youngster Thomas Trollip. who had been comfortably in 4th until a lengthy 223 second stop cost him many laps.

200mm B MAIN  

Consistency is the name of the game in the 30 minute finals and Again Russell and Willie showed why they are leading the Endurance Championship in this class. Both drivers had poor sprints by their standards but settled in to chase the laps and this they both did in fine style. Russell led lap 1 and 2 before a flying Asad took over the front spot with some very quick laps. Asad led for most of the race before a tech problem ended his run, while both Russell and Willie had sat well within strike of the leader but never forcing the pace too much that mistakes would come in. Their pace would give them first and second in this Main as well as 5th and 6th overall, keeping them right at the top of this Championship. Chasing them hard and finishing just a lap down on Willie was George Mc Clure, who ran an n error free final which would give him  7th overall for the day, Great drive as well.  Henry Mostert came up from 9th on the grid to take a fine 4th, a lap ahead of Dean Cafun in the 5th spot.  
200mm A MAIN
A dramatic start to the A Main saw 2nd place qualifier Dave’s car stall on the line, while the pole man Mike was slow off the line and a scramble ensued as the rest of the field came screaming into the first lap, At the end of it, it was Daniel Ferguson who led a Nationals A-Main for the first time, followed by Rowan, Ayrton, Luis and Pat in close pursuit. Racing stayed pretty clean despite drivers going 4 abreast into the hairpin at the end of the middle straight.

Daniel stayed cool in the lead position before Rowan slipped past on lap 4 closely followed by Mike, who took over the lead on lap 5 and never looked back, while Dave worked his way back up the field and on lap 20, he secured the 2nd position and the two Serpent 733 drivers moved steadily away from the field.
 Daniel dealt with some early pressure from first Ayrton and then Pat, followed by  Dino who had moved up from his 10th on the grid, before losing almost 3 minutes that pushed him to the back of the field. Unfortunately for him, reliability was good in this race and with most of the other drivers running problem free, he would not make up this time.

Daniel settled into a clean steady rhythm and he too moved away from most of the field, with the exception of veteran Derek Noddings, who came from 10th on lap one, to move his way up the field to 5th by lap 24 and then 4th on lap 39 when he passed Rowen, and held this position till the end.  Derek’s drive was for me, probably the best drive of the weekend. He was 10th after a coming together at the start, but years of racing experience showed here, as he slowly worked his way up the field picking off drivers one by one to move up to 4th place on 65 laps. The same number of laps as his age. A really, really great drive! and very good result!
Rowen finished fifth, but had a stripped side belt, after sitting in 3rd and this put an end to his hopes of a win and luck was just not on his side as things would only get worse for him as a stripped 2nd gear followed by other tech problems saw him pushed him down the order to 6th.  Not a true reflection of his pace on the weekend. 
The battle for 5th was very close, with 3 drivers all finishing on the same lap. From 9th on the grid, Luis “Maddog” Fernandes , took fifth, while Rowan managed to salvage 6th and Pat in 7th. Ayton  finished 8th after a number of unexpected pit stops. Dino took the 9th spot while Tony D’Oliviera retired after completing 27 laps.
Overall Mike ran 70 laps to take the win, 2 laps clear of Dave in second with Daniel a further 2 laps down while Derek was a lap behind in forth. With  Luis Fernandes closing off the clean sweep for the local drivers, giving them the top 5 spots in the A Main and joining team-mate Daniel with another Sheperd into the top 5, with the 3 Serpent 733 cars of Mike, Dave and Derek.

Great reliability in this Main as well, with only one car going out with a tech problem.       
235MM 2 Wheel Drive A MAIN
Dave and Arnie jumped into an immediate lead as Mike Dennison’s input could be seen on Arnie's car as he pushed in the early fast laps. Unfortunately 3rd qualifier, Ian Corbett went out early, eliminating his challenge. Big Ivan showed his 200mm pace was no fluke as he nailed down the 3rd spot  with Peter and Derek both struggling with ill handling cars in 4th and 5th. 

The race at the front was swapping the lead between Dave and Arnie until lap 42 when Arnie clipped a kerb and flipped over, allowing Dave to get away and open up an 18 second lead at the end. This Championship will now be decided at TRAP in October.     
1/8th B-MAIN
Unfortunately with a few entries withdrawn at the last minute, the 1/8th class ended up with only 15 entries and the finals would be split into 8 and 7 cars in the A and B mains respectively. A special mention must go out to Andrew Plint and Daryn Green, who both qualified in the top 10. Well driven, but with the cut back, they found themselves matched up in the B Main. Great to see some new young blood coming through though. Both of them have not been racing very long, but watch out for these youngsters in the next couple of years.
Immediately from the start, it would be these two who would fight it out for the victory, with Andrew holding the early lead from pole position, but Daryn managed to get past him just before the halfway mark. However, a slow lap for Daryn saw him lose the lead back to Andrew, and after a problem which cost Daryn 3 laps, he was not going to see the front of the race again, and had to settle for 2nd position, behind the local boy Andrew, who, a year ago, was just watching the National here, and was now winning the B-Main! In addition, he managed to take 5th position overall. 

A newcomer to On-Road Gas, off-road racer Christiaan De Wet, and Alan Plint (Andrew’s cousin) fought long and hard for 3rd place as they swopped positions throughout the race. Christiaan coming out on top to round off the podium as Alan retired from the race with a few minutes to go, but would still held on to 4th.
The rest of the runners were plagued with problems. Peter Plint spent a lot of time in the pits and eventually finished on 72 laps, running the race without brakes. 
Unfortunately, the Inland boys also had a tough final with Errol Warner dropping out after just 3 minutes, and Steven Smith only managing to finish 15 laps. Nice to see you guys coming into 1/8th, and hopefully you will have much better luck at the next Nat.

A-Main
After the super sprints we had on Saturday, we were all looking foreward to a great Final,  with Wayne, Mike and Dean expected to be very close. 

The race got away with Mike jumping into an early lead and opening the gap from the start but within a couple of minutes of the start, The computer started dropping laps as it showed him dropping from 1st to 4th then to 8th, while he was still leading the race so the race was aborted and would have to be re-run as a new race. 

The A Final again started at max pace with Mike getting past Wayne on lap 1 and never looked back, as he steadily opened the gap to eventually lap Wayne quite early in the race. Unfortunately Dean was out early with a stripped belt and Shaheen also retired early with a tech problem, leaving this Main with a depleted field as well. 

The challenge for third had Arnie holding the position in the early laps before coming under pressure from  Luis, Tony D and Dave as they all had a run in this position as the race sorted itself out. By lap 26 Tony D was in the groove and he had really secured the position until almost the halfway mark when he clipped a pipe and dislodged a wheel which gave repeated hassles until it was changed. This left Dave well placed in third until a motor cut dropped him off the leader board and Arnie took over the position for the last 15 minutes. 

At the end, Mike had built the lap buffer early in the race and then controlled this lead until the finish, with Wayne retaining the second spot and Arnie third.    
ROUND UP 
Again some really good racing on display at this National.
An observation from this Nat and the other Nats we have raced this year, is that many drivers and pitmen are not up to speed on the Sarda rules and as these apply to our racing in South Africa, all need to be up to date on them. Remember as well, your pitmen are your responsibility and their language and behaviour is reflected onto you and you are ultimately liable for their behaviour. We are trying to rebuild numbers and get families back into the pits and each of us need to ensure that the track and the pit area are family friendly. 

Good sportsmanship should always be up near the front of all decisions you make on your race days. This is our chosen sport and having good competition and enjoyment and being proud of your drive on the day is perhaps the most important aspect of your racing. 
