HONOURARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR DERRIK HARLEN
Uncle “D” as most of us know him is definitely one of the faces of RC racing in South Africa.  He is now a proud RC racer for 29 years, and thus the reason for the 2009 SARDA ORE committee’s decision to offer him honorary life membership. We are truly grateful that he accepted the offer. His distinct laugh and loud “Yea Yea” when he gets to the track is so much part of electric on-road racing as batteries.
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Derrik started racing in March 1980 in Welkom. The track was in the Pick ‘n Pay’s parking lot. In September 1980, a decision was made that RC racing is so much fun; they need a purpose build track. The way was led by Derrik from a financial and work front.

He enjoys telling the stories how they had a charge leads from the car battery, straight onto the RC car’s battery. They also learned here that more amps are more punch. Luckily we do not charge on heat anymore. They only raced 1/12th scale cars in those days.  They had modified, stock and 4 cell modified as classes. Some of the pictures in his photo album are truly a reflection of now and then. If you see these pictures, then you will appreciate our equipment so much more.
When you joined SARDA in the 80’s your car number was your membership number. Derrik had the number 207 on his car at all national events. He “lost” his number when the membership numbers became too much for putting on a car. He still has a Team Associated jacket with a number of lapel badges. One of these badges is a SARDA badge.

Derrick raced continuously until he moved to Pretoria in 1986. The RC bug never died and in 1996 he gave in to temptation and joined PMR.  He has raced competitively since then and club and national level.  He was extremely happy when he could do another national in Welkom this year. 

All that are privileged to know him will testify to the fact that he is a true ambassador for the sport and never has a bad word to say about anybody or any organization. He is always friendly and a true gentleman on and off the track. We can all learn a lesson or two from him with regards to sportsmanship and a true passion and love for the sport.

We hope this passion continues and look forward to his presence at both club and national level. He only does the Gauteng based nationals, but at 63, I think we can accept that. Uncle “D” there is a price to pay for this privilege. You need to race for another 29 years!
