DURBAN NATS RACE REPORT 2008

Well, the Nat finally arrived. The locals gave the track a good scrub and shampoo on Wednesday but unfortunately it not only removed the dust and dirt, but also any old rubber lying around, resulting in very low traction at the start of practice on Thursday. The track, as usual, looked immaculate and was going to prove to be a big adjustment for many of the visitors, normally used to running the fast open tracks.  

THURSDAY PRACTICE
1/8

First to dial in was Wayne in the 1/8 with a car that he and Taki got really well sorted, and we started seeing the first low 22sec laps. They looked really well set for the weekend! 
Arnie arrived late, but with some words of wisdom from Mike Denison (yes, another old electric driver!) he soon had a car that was dealing well with the low traction. Frans and Johan Kirsten were both very quick in the sector times but have still to settle their cars down a bit. 
Mike Wiseman also looked smooth but was never really hammering the pace so more to come on the Friday?
"The wild man" looked anything but wild as he was amongst the smoothest on the track and  Karl was expected to have even more pace on Friday. 
235mm 
Nobody dominated but the locals looked well settled and they all went home early with smiles on their faces. They knew what was to come!
200mm 
This class promised much. 

Durban always has a surprisingly strong contingent of local drivers and despite Travis, Scott and Shaun White not entering, the local boys still looked fast and confident.

Of the visitors, Steve Munslow immediately looked quick as he punched in some laps the 1/8 boys would have been proud of. 
Tony D looked smooth in his 200mm as well, having earlier shown how to lock down an 8th. 
He should be well up in the A main by Sunday. 
A few visitors looked pretty daunted by the complexity of the track but most were soon into the groove. Warrick Atmore looked back to his best but some of the locals were circulating quietly and the gloves were expected to come off on Friday. 

FRIDAY PRACTICE 

Friday dawned as another beautiful day, this time with the track much busier as the drivers moved into controlled practice.

No major changes in pace but traction was building steadily and the drivers were now starting to look for front end grip as the back ends locked down.

200mm

This saw the Wiseman’s up their pace and Terry looked quick in the few short runs he did. The Border pair of Quentin and Russel had upped their pace as well, while Asad and JJ were producing the speed for the AMR squad.

235mm

Derek Noddings and Derrick Plank were looking polished here, with big Ivan tucked in quietly in the wings. 

1/8 

Most drivers had the cars well locked down now and Arnie had picked up some good speed, as had Karl and Stan. Piet Pieterse also looked very quick and was smoothest of the Sheperd boys.

 Mike and Wayne had a fast session together late in the afternoon and with both holding in a touch, there was little to choose between them as they circulated within inches of each other. Roll on Saturday!

SATURDAY SPRINTS.

 200MM

Group 1 

This group consisted of local drivers and Travis Edmond from Border. First blood went to a new Durban driver, Riaz Khan, with a fine 10 lapper, ahead of the fast improving Chris Potgieter, while the youngest of the Jagtee family, Shivaan, securing third.

From round 2 onwards, Chris put in three great runs and took control of this group, winning the remaining 3 heats with only Neil Robinson getting close to him in the final round. 

Group 2 

This group had some real flyers in it but all of these drivers had no National points, so were grouped together and they provided some very quick and exciting racing. 

Terry Elkington and Stan shared the wins in this group but not before they had tussled long and hard with Tony D.  Errol Warner and Warren Gates.  

Stan ended up taking 4th overall with Terry in 6th and Tony D’Oliviera 7th.
Group 3

Again an evenly matched group with Christo taking two wins while Wim and JJ took a win each.

Dean Cafun surprised many with his good pace and mature driving to place 16th overall while JJ just missed a top 10 slot, taking 13th, a few seconds outside the cut.

Group 4 
New kids on the block?  A few plus some very old hands thrown in the mix here. 

Alan Gerrard started round 1 with a 12 lapper to put his mark on the board very early in the day. At the end of round 1 he lay in 3rd place overall. 

Round 2 saw Warrick Atmore, of Tamiya cup and Electrics fame, hit the front and place himself in the top 4 at the end of this round. Alan was second with Derek Noddings moving into 3rd in the group. 

Round 3 was again won by Alan who posted his best heat for the weekend, good enough for 8th overall and his first A Main. 
Round 4 saw Warrick back at the front and this run was good enough to launch him into 5th overall. Tagging him in this round was Derek Noddings who surprised many and secured 10th overall. Derek has been racing R/C cars since 1979 and has  had the  T/Q spots at Electric Nats at Edenvale and other tracks and although now in his 60’s, great to see his pace amongst the youngsters!    
Daniel Ferguson Just missed the top 10 but watch for him at future Nats!

Group 5 
With the reigning SA Champion Mike Wiseman still looking for a T/Q this year, he was in a determined mood at his home Nat. 
Round 1 

Had Steve Munslow out in front from the gun but Mike was within inches of him for the first 7 laps. Meanwhile Dave Wiseman had come up from 5th and closed on the leading pair. A slide and a touch at the end of the slalom section saw Mike and Steve tangle and Dave hit the front, only to have Steve then tangle with him, and Dave’s run was over. Mike put in a low 12 lapper as the target for the day. 
Round 2 saw Mike post a 13 lapper while Steve held second and we saw Rowan Bower moving his pace up, as did Quentin Barnard from Border. 
Round 3 saw little change save for some great dices while round 4 saw everyone up their pace for this final run. Mike went from the gun and posted the TQ time for the day at 13 laps 21.566sec, while Steve and Dave enjoyed a race long tussle for the overall second position, with Steve holding Dave off to the line. 

Some great sprinting in this class and very close racing with the Durban club placing no less than 7 of their drivers into the top 10. Well done to the local boys, now lets se you repeat this result at TRAP!!!
235MM 2 Wheel Drive 

This class when full, provides some of the best flowing racing you will see and this weekend was no different. 
Round 1 saw pre meeting favorite Derek Noddings lead out from the start but he soon had a flying Derrick Plank on his tail before a servo problem buried DP’s car under a pipe. Warren Gates took over the challenge and moved up to 2nd, and banged in the fastest lap of the heat.
An ominous sign?  3rd was Pravesh after a 4 month layoff. 

Round 2 saw Derek post his fastest run, while big Ivan snatched 2nd, also his best run of the day!

Round 3 again went to Derek but this time Pravesh was piling on the pressure, while Malcolm Carlyle came to grips with a wheel radio and moved up to a good 3rd spot. 

All down to the final round and it was a turn-up as Derek Noddings had a flame-out on lap 1, leaving the race wide open. Warren immediately took the lead and he and Malcolm were both inside the T/Q time before a mistake dropped Mally from 2nd to 4th.
Meanwhile Derrick P. was on the charge and he produced his best run to take 3rd overall, behind Derek Noddings and first time T/Q man Warren Gates. 

Lets hope we see another full field of 235mm cars at TRAP!

1/8

Group 7   

This group had some serious flyers in it and from round 1, their pace was frantic.
In the first round, Stan had an edge on the boys but Arnie was up to the challenge, and he moved from 8th on the grid, up to 2nd, ahead of local quickie, Tony D. who took 3rd. 
Round 2  saw Arnie up his pace a bit more and take the win, ahead of Tony with Dean Cafun securing the 3rd spot.  This was Arnie’s best run and it would place him 11th overall for the day. 

Round 3 saw Stan return to the front again but round 4 was the run that counted as Stan put in his best time and his best lap of the day to take a fine 4th overall, just milliseconds outside the 3rd podium spot.

Arnie was very unlucky in this heat when he was held up for a number of laps, ultimately costing him a top 10 spot. 

Group 8 

This group was shared between Jerry Oliver and Mike Denison (DMCC)

Round 1 went to Jerry  with Shaheen taking 2nd and Christo Hitchins up from PE. in 3rd.

Round 2 saw Mike bounce to the top of the group , with Gert in tow and Shaheen 3rd.

Round 3 had Jerry bounce back, followed by Mike and Shaheen and it was only in Round 4 where Mike (DMCC) put in his flyer to place 8th overall for the day! Jerry just missing the cut with 12th overall while Gert and Shaheen took 13th and 14th respectively.
Group 9
With a T/Q each for Mike and Wayne, this Nat was all important for the 1/8 Sprint Championship this year and from practice times, it was going to be a real scrap at the front. 

Last year Mike took T/Q with an average of 20.9 seconds but the track was a bit slower this year so lap times were a little off this pace, but it was going to be tight.

From the gun, it was a 2 car race with Mike leading but lacking some top speed with a tight motor, and Wayne pressing with good straight-line and corner speed, and some really tight driving. The race was a great spectacle and showed the great skills of the drivers as Wayne probed for a clean pass while Mike defended.  Round 1 to Mike!
Round 2 saw Mike go 2 sec quicker while Wayne had to tune mid-race, costing him time. Frans put in his banker in this run, placing himself in 7th overall. 
Round 3 and Mike had a hassle in the warm up just before the start, resulting in a late start from pit lane in a borrowed car. Wayne hit the front from the line and put in a flawless,  consistant run to put up the T/Q time  of 14 laps in 5.10.660sec.

Karl showed his pace by improving his P/B by 12 seconds, to snatch the 3rd overall from Stan. 
Round 4 was “do or die” for all as the cars left the line at full chat. Wayne hit the front while Mike tussled to get past Karl for the first 4 laps. Once past, he set about chasing down Wayne.

For the first time over the weekend, the times dipped into the 21’s with Mike going 21.715 and Wayne responding with a 21.889sec. Despite 6 x sub 22 sec laps, Mike could only close the gap down to a second at the end as Wayne kept cool and error free to take the win and take over the lead in the SA Sprint Championship. Great driving!

 Karl was 3rd while Piet Pieterse and Johan Kirsten kept their best for last as they jumped up into 5th and 6th respectively in this final heat of the day.  
Some great sprinting over the day where we saw the skills and race craft of the top drivers as well as in the earlier groups as drivers worked to get their wins and yet raced with patience and skill. Really good racing! Congratulations to all drivers!
SUNDAY FINALS
Dodgy weather greeted the drivers as we arrived at the track early for the 200mm mains. 
D MAIN

Neil Robinson, who spends most of his Nats weekend making burgers for all the drivers, took a break from the oven but started cooking on the track as he led from the gun in the first final of the day. Jacques Pretorius and young Shivaan Jagtee had a great dice for 2nd for the first half of the race before Jacques took over the 2nd position, which he held to the end. 
Newcomer Riaz Khan came back from a late start to snatch the 3rd position on the final lap. 

Neil finished with a fine 56 laps, 4 laps clear of 2nd  and a best lap of 29.550sec. Well done!

C MAIN

Christo leapt out front from the start, while Chris Potgieter made a rocket start from 6th to finish lap 1 in 2nd position. John Gerrard moved from 9th to 3rd as the field shuffled sorted themselves out after a slightly messy start.

By lap 3 all this had changed as the veteran Wim Hoek, moved to the front with Christo hanging on for another lap before a long stop set him back. John Gerrard took up the chase at the front and a great dice ensued which lasted till lap 33 before John ran into a problem, allowing Pravesh to slip up into 2nd.  Errol Warner also moved steadily up the field to settle into third until lap 45 when Both John and Chris managed to pass him. 

Wim continued his steady pace till the end, eventually winning by 2 laps, from Pravesh with John taking the 3rd to give the locals a clean sweep in this main.     
B MAIN

Some very quick drivers lined up for this B Main and we had a good mix from all the clubs represented. 

Quentin jumped out front but was passed by Daniel Ferguson on lap 2 but a fightback saw Quentin back in front a lap later. Steven Smit had a rocket start, moving up from 8th to 4th on lap 1 but the pace in the midfield was really hectic as the positions shuffled every lap. 
Asad had very good pace as well as he moved into a solid 2nd spot  and began a race long chase to close down the gap to Quentin, who was banging in consistant laps one after another. 

JJ showed his sprint pace was no fluke as he moved into 3rd, while having to keep Border‘s Russel Attenborough at bay.  Russel secured 3rd for almost 20 laps before JJ came back into the top 3, and although he could not catch Asad, he held onto a good 3rd, with the top 3 covered by just 3 laps at the end.

Quentin took the win with 66 laps, one clear of Asad. 
A MAIN

What Might have been? Everyone had an impressive warm up and were quietly confident but the weather decided it was time out as the rain came down. 
Despite almost drying the track a bit later, the heavens opened again, leaving everyone to speculate on what might have been, what tactics were planned and who would have gone  home with the Championship points. 
There were a few drivers (not locals) who were perhaps quite happy to have the rain out but no Championships are decided yet so it all moves foreword to TRAP where the duels will continue.

Well done to DMCC on another well organized National and lets see if we can beat the entry of 71 cars when we arrive at TRAP.

The Race files are available on the Sarda.org.za site in the Download section if you want to see the individual heats lap by lap. 
Updated Championship points will follow in next few days.
FASTEST LAPS FOR DURBAN > SATURDAY SPRINTS
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	200 Nitro Tour
	CLUB
	Car
	Fastest lap
	

	1
	Michael Wiseman
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	24.617
	

	2
	Dave Wiseman
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	24.662
	

	3
	Steve Munslow
	TRAP
	Mugen MTX4R WC
	24.856
	

	4
	Stan Hausmann
	DMCC
	Mugen MTX4R
	25.293
	

	5
	Rowan Bower
	TRAP
	Mugen MTX4-R
	25.594
	

	6
	Warrick Atmore
	AMR
	Serpent 720
	25.680
	

	7
	Tony D' Oliviera
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	25.895
	

	8
	Quentin Barnard
	BRCCC
	Mugen MTX4
	26.028
	

	9
	Derek Noddings
	DMCC
	Serpent 710
	26.060
	

	10
	Terry Elkington
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	26.111
	

	11
	Alan Gerrard
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	26.113
	

	12
	Daniel Ferguson
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	26.322
	

	13
	Asad Rajab
	AMR
	Serpent 720
	26.513
	

	14
	Steven Smit
	AMR
	Serpent 710
	26.551
	

	15
	Shiraz Dada
	DMCC
	Team MagicG4S
	26.579
	

	16
	Travis Edmond
	BMCRA
	Serpent 720
	26.760
	

	17
	Warren Gates
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	26.789
	

	18
	JJ Viljoen
	AMR
	Serpent 720
	26.822
	

	19
	Russel Attenborough
	BRCCC
	Mugen MTX4
	27.032
	

	20
	Henri Havenga
	TRAP
	Mugen MTX4
	27.106
	

	21
	Dean Cafun
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	27.184
	

	22
	John Gerrard
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	27.263
	

	23
	Christo Hitchins
	BRCCC
	Serpent 720
	27.345
	

	24
	Errol Warner
	AMR
	Serpent 710
	27.565
	

	25
	George Mc Clure 
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	27.635
	

	26
	Wim Hoek
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	27.724
	

	27
	Pravesh Jagtee
	DMCC
	Serpent 710
	27.800
	

	28
	Johan Strauss
	TRAP
	Mugen MTX4
	27.985
	

	29
	Adhir Jagtee
	DMCC
	Serpent 710
	28.383
	

	30
	Chris Potgieter
	DMCC
	Serpent 710
	28.615
	

	31
	Rias Khan
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	29.186
	

	32
	Mischa Naidoo
	DMCC
	Serpent 720
	29.290
	

	33
	Neil Robinson
	DMCC
	Serpent 705
	29.633
	

	34
	Shivaan Jagtee
	DMCC
	Serpent 705
	29.856
	

	35
	Jaques Pretorius
	TRAP
	Mugen MTX4
	32.041
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	235MM
	
	Car
	
	

	1
	Warren Gates
	DMCC
	Serpent 835
	26.216
	

	2
	Derrick Plank
	AMR
	Serpent 835
	27.032
	

	3
	Derek Noddings
	DMCC
	Serpent 835
	27.225
	

	4
	Malcolm Carlyle
	DMCC
	Serpent Impact
	27.238
	

	5
	Ivan Ferguson
	DMCC
	Serpent Impact
	27.581
	

	6
	Pravesh Jagtee
	DMCC
	Serpent 835
	27.990
	

	7
	George Mc Clure
	DMCC
	Serpent 835
	28.056
	

	8
	Tony George
	AMR
	Serpent Impact
	28.971
	

	9
	Phillip Engall
	AMR
	Serpent Impact
	29.749
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1/8th
	
	Car
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Mike Wiseman
	DMCC
	Serpent 960-08
	21.715
	

	2
	Wayne Joelson
	TRAP
	Mugen MRX4X
	21.889
	

	3
	Karl Fawcett
	AMR
	Serpent 960 FD
	22.507
	

	4
	Stan Hausmann
	DMCC
	Mugen MRX4-R
	22.563
	

	5
	Frans Vd Merwe
	TRAP
	Serpent 960-08
	22.722
	

	6
	Piet Pieterse
	TVR
	Sheperd Velox
	22.828
	

	7
	Johan Kirsten
	TRAP
	Serpent 960-08
	22.832
	

	8
	Arnold Vermaak
	TVR
	Kyosho M3
	23.134
	

	9
	Jerry Oliver
	TVR
	Sheperd Velox
	23.288
	

	10
	Gert Botha
	TVR
	Sheperd Velox
	23.394
	

	11
	Dave Wiseman
	DMCC
	Serpent 960
	23.455
	

	12
	Tony D' Oliviera
	DMCC
	Serpent 960
	23.537
	

	13
	Mike Dennison
	DMCC
	Kyosho
	23.760
	

	14
	Shaheen Rajab
	AMR
	Serpent 960
	24.019
	

	15
	Daniel Ferguson
	DMCC
	Serpent 960
	24.084
	

	16
	Dean Cafun
	DMCC
	Serpent 960
	24.502
	

	17
	Graeme Musto
	BMCRA
	Serpent 960
	25.047
	

	18
	Christo Hitchins
	BRCCC
	Serpent 960FD
	25.227
	

	19
	Wim Hoek
	DMCC
	Serpent 960
	25.646
	

	20
	Derrick Plank
	AMR
	Serpent 960
	0.0000
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


