 SARDA NEWSLETTER  NOV 2007
After a long wait and some massive work parties by the AMR faithful, the Gas fraternity made its way to the oldest track in the country for what will probably be the last National at this great historic venue. 

The hosts had done an unbelievable job with the track surface, gone are the whoops and in their place, a really grippy smooth racing surface. Compliments were flying from even the non-regular Atlas drivers! Great job team, well done!!

Lap records were broken a few weeks before the Nat at a Club meeting so times were expected to improve even further.

Thursday dawned cloudy but fine as a strong contingent of about 30 drivers pitched to take advantage of the early practice/ shake down time. 

For those newcomers to Atlas or for those who have not raced there for some time, this is still one of the most daunting tracks in the country. When you arrive at the track and see the pace through the front kink, plus the speed on the exit of the rear straight, it’s no wonder the Border boys took some time to put their cars onto the track. 
Difficult to see who was where on Thursday but Jacques and Karl were very quick in 1/8, along with Theo, fresh from the Worlds. The 235mm boys all looked pretty even and the 200 Class was a lottery but the Disan boys had some “big Speed” on the front straight
Henri’s rain dance for Friday had worked, and while he was off handing in his project at school, the rest of us watched as the rain came down. Unfortunately Henri had danced for a bit too long, and as Saturday came, so did more rain. 
For a while it looked like the Sprints would start late Sat afternoon but with so much moisture under the track surface in places, we couldn’t get the traction up to an acceptable race condition so the full rain rules came into play.

The 200mm cars would be running Sprints, in order to qualify for the worlds, while the 235mm and 1/8th classes would run finals. This was the first time that we have lost a Saturday but the system worked fine despite a tricky race schedule.
Nitro Touring  200mm

Group1

This group, although ranked group 1, produced some great racing with the experienced Wim Hoek dominating the heats from round 1.

 In Round 3 he produced a 15 lapper for his best run, which would place him16th overall, Great comeback! 

Shaheen and Kurt Theron had some good scraps as well, with Shaheen taking 22nd position, just missing his 15 lapper while Kurt took 26th.

Group 2 

Again 3 drivers fought out this group with Keith Monale having the edge over Daniel Ferguson and Graeme Musto from Border, in 3rd. 
Keith ran quicker in every round, eventually just missing a 16 lapper and also just missing the top 10 by a mere 1.5 seconds. Great driving in only his 2nd National!

Daniel chased hard, taking 20th overall after 4 rounds with Graeme locking down 28th. 
Group 3
A good tussle was expected from this group and we weren’t disappointed. Gary Briant, venturing into the 200mm class for the first time this year, looked to have the edge in his group, but not by much, as the experienced electric drivers, led by Warrick Atmore, then Neil Vanwieg and then Gary Baldwin, all had a go at toppling him from his leading spot. 

Gary would put in his best run in round 4 to go 5th overall, while Warrick put in his best Nats result so far with a 9th spot. 

Neil, driving his first fuel car this weekend, finished a creditable 11th with Gary in 13th and Shiraz 17th 
Group 4

Shaun White was favourite in this group but a wrongly selected transponder in his best run cost him a top 10 spot. He finished 15th. 
Quickest man in this group was Border driver Quinton Barnard, whose consistant drives would reward him with a fine 14th .  
Local driver J.J. Viljoen put in some fighting drives, holding off Dale and the other veteran, Malcolm Sayles. JJ picked up 19th overall.
Group 5
This group had 8 drivers finishing in the top 10, with 8 of them doing 16lappers! Great close racing!

Wayne made a comeback to this class, giving the 1/8 a miss to concentrate his efforts on breaking Mikes TQ run that he has held all year. 

Round 1 saw him just a second behind, with 3-4 other drivers also within strike.

Round 2 was the big one with Mike, Wayne, a flying Christiaan Fourie, Steve Munslow and Henri all putting in their best runs for the weekend.
 Mike still held the edge though, taking the TQ with a 16 lapper in 5.00.231 just 1.4sec ahead of Wayne with Christiaan another 2.7sec behind in 3rd.  This class is getting closer and closer.  Roll on 2008.   

	1
	Michael Wiseman
	DMCC Serpent 720 Mega 
	016/00:05:00.231
	53

	2
	Wayne Joelson
	TRAP Mugen JP Eagle
	016/00:05:01.780
	50

	3
	Christiaan Fourie
	Di San Mugen JP
	016/00:05:04.405
	48

	4
	Steve Munslow
	BRCCC MUGEN MTX4 JP
	016/00:05:08.120
	47

	5
	Gary Briant
	TRV X-Ray Boss
	016/00:05:09.218
	46

	6
	Henri Kotze
	Di San Mugen JP
	016/00:05:12.045
	45

	7
	Demitri Kokoroyanis
	Di-San Mugen JP
	016/00:05:12.370
	44

	8
	Dave Wiseman
	DMCC Serpent 720 Mega
	016/00:05:19.275
	43

	9
	Warrick Atmore
	Smiths Racing Serpent 720 Mega MF
	015/00:05:01.701
	42

	10
	Ian Cloud
	TRAP Mugen JP
	015/00:05:02.115
	41

	11
	Neil Wanvig
	DMCC Serpent 720 Mega DS II
	015/00:05:02.605
	40

	12
	Keith Monale
	TRAP Mugen MTXR4 JP
	015/00:05:03.629
	39

	13
	Gary Baldwin
	WRCR Serpent 720 Wasp
	015/00:05:07.176
	38

	14
	Quintin Barnard
	BRCCC Mugen MTX4 JP/FX3
	015/00:05:08.927
	37

	15
	Shaun White
	DMCC Serpent 720 Mega MF
	015/00:05:12.380
	36

	16
	Wim Hoek
	DMCC Serpent 720 Mega
	015/00:05:13.138
	35

	17
	Shiraz Dada
	DMCC Team magic Axial
	015/00:05:16.412
	34

	18
	Russel Attenborough
	BRCCC Mugen MTX4 JP
	015/00:05:16.975
	33

	19
	J.J. Viljoen
	AMR SERPENT 720 Mega MF
	015/00:05:17.113
	32

	20
	Daniel Ferguson
	DMCC Serpent 710 Mega
	015/00:05:19.232
	31

	21
	Dale Preston
	TRAP Hyper GPX Vega
	014/00:04:56.213
	30

	22
	Shaheen Rajab
	AMR KYOSHO Novas Rossi
	014/00:05:00.918
	29

	23
	Wayne Smith
	Smiths Racing MUGEN JP/RB
	014/00:05:00.928
	28

	24
	Johan Kirsten
	TRAP Serpent 720 RB
	014/00:05:04.178
	27

	25
	Malcolm Sayles
	AMR Serpent 720 Mega
	014/00:05:11.103
	26

	26
	Kurt Theron
	Smiths Racing GS Vision Mega
	014/00:05:11.115
	25

	27
	Werner Wilkinson
	AMR Serpent 710 Mega
	014/00:05:11.757
	24

	28
	Graeme Musto
	BRCCC Serpent 720 Mega MF
	014/00:05:13.004
	23

	29
	Colin Vockerodt
	BRCCC Mugen JP
	014/00:05:14.919
	22

	30
	Porky De Bruin
	BRCCC Serpent 710 Mega MF
	014/00:05:22.744
	21

	31
	Asad Rajab
	AMR Serpent 720 RB
	014/00:05:26.011
	20

	32
	Marius Stols
	TRAP Mugen Nova Rossi
	013/00:05:00.508
	19

	33
	Dean Cafun
	DMCC Serpent 705 Mega
	013/00:05:01.154
	18

	34
	Errol Warner
	Witbsnk Serpent 710 JP
	013/00:05:01.303
	17

	35
	Johan Strauss
	TRAP Mugen MTX4 JP
	013/00:05:05.928
	16

	36
	Willem Voster
	TRAP MugenMTX4 JP
	013/00:05:13.964
	15

	37
	Dan Robinson
	WRCR Mugen MTX4 JP FX3
	013/00:05:23.251
	14

	
	Steven Smit
	WRCR SERPENT 710 OS
	012/00:05:07.897
	13

	
	Candice Robinson
	WRCC Kyosho JP FX3
	008/00:04:00.332
	12


AMR Nat 235mm class

With the lost practice on Friday and very limited run time on Sunday, the race appeared wide open to most of the top drivers.

Marius had shown his hand at the Pre-Nat and looked to have the pace of Arnie but who knew what Arnie still had in the back pocket!

Surprise on the stopwatches on Thursday was Dale Preston, better known for his pace on the National Off-Road tracks around SA. He was recording really quick times and was very smooth and consistant. 

Derrick plank was also very happy with his set-up while Lieb was struggling with a rough diff. 

Point’s leader Mike White was caught out by the weather gremlins so Sunday would be the first time to see his pace.

The 10 minute practice gave away little with most drivers looking pretty good.

 A Main

From the start, it was Mike White who took an early lead, closely followed by Marius who managed a great first lap from 7th on the grid. Would this be another Nat win for him?

Another flyer in the early laps was the AMR newcomer Phillip Engall, who jumped into 3rd on lap 1 and then 2nd on lap 2, Great driving!

Dale moved through to 2nd a lap later while Arnie settled before starting his charge. 

Big Ivan was troubled after a crash before the start saw him loose a rear driveshaft and some serious tweak saw him retire after only 16 laps. 

Marius also ran into tech. difficulties despite his great start, and he also retired early in the race.

Young Dustin van Heerden, also had some gremlins and an early off saw him loose some big time on lap 4, which left him little chance of running back up with the leaders.

Lieb’s car was never on the pace and the ill handling plus a big stop saw him right out of contention.

Early local favourite Derrick Plank had a tank broken in an early incident which had him off-track for a long period, although he fought his way back up the placings once his car was repaired. More energy saved for his 1/8 final, he said.
This left Arnie, Mike, Dale and Philip fighting for the front 4 slots. 

Arnie increased the pressure and hit the front on lap 11 when he slipped past both Mike and Dale.

He stayed smooth from then on, plugging in his best lap of 20.423, in the final 3 laps of the race. 

Dale chased throughout and although he had a 20.312sec lap on lap 37. He eventually dropped a lap on Arnold but was still good enough for a fine 2nd position. 

Early leader, Mike White hung onto the leading pair for a while before coming in for a tuning adjustment, which dropped him back to 4th. A later tyre change also dropped him back again for a while before he repassed the consistant Phillip Engall to take back the  3rd position, with Phillip in a fine 4th overall, well done!
Speaking to Dale afterwards, he is super enthusiastic about the race and the class and will   be a serious contender for the 2008 title. 
There are also strong rumours of the return of some of the elders in this class, so let’s hope to see Clive, Peter and a few others back to boost this class again. 

	Pos
	Car
	Name
	Details
	Laps
	Total Time
	B/Lap
	A/Lap
	StDev

	1 
	2 
	Arnold Vermaak
	TVR Serpent 835 RB
	82
	00:30:02.906
	020.423
	021.986
	03.192
	

	2 
	8 
	Dale Preston
	TRAP Serpent Mega
	81
	00:30:08.602
	020.312
	022.328
	03.447
	

	3 
	1 
	Michael White
	DMCC Serpent Impact Mega
	77
	00:30:18.630
	021.087
	023.618
	04.523
	

	4 
	10 
	Phillip Engall
	AMR Serpent Impact Mega
	74
	00:30:04.453
	021.754
	024.384
	04.386
	

	5 
	3 
	Derrick Plank
	AMR Serpent 835 Nova Mega
	51
	00:30:00.414
	020.792
	035.302
	80.960
	

	6 
	4 
	Lieb Liebenberg
	TRAP Serpent Impact RB
	51
	00:30:07.763
	023.539
	035.446
	05.628
	

	7 
	9 
	Dustin van Heerden
	AMR Serpent Impact RB 
	48
	00:30:13.146
	023.020
	037.773
	05.071
	

	8 
	5 
	Ivan Ferguson
	DMCC Serpent Impact Mega
	16
	00:13:56.077
	023.558
	052.254
	01.239
	

	9 
	7 
	Marius Bower
	AMR Serpent 835 RB
	13
	00:06:23.318
	020.928
	029.486
	09.804
	

	10 
	6 
	Tony George
	AMR Serpent Impact Mega
	0
	00:00:00.000
	000.000
	000.000
	000.000
	


1/8th B-Main

Unfortunately for the guys who were running the B-Main, they were unable to see the tyre wear from any earlier 1/8 finals, so were having to plan their strategy very carefully. Nonetheless, after all the rain everybody was raring to go!

Many of the drivers here had not yet “Survived an Atlas Nat”, and the grand finale proved to be no different. The 12 up Main saw a number of early retirements within the first 20 minutes.
The early dice was on between Hennie Kotze, Johan Theron, Luca Fanicchi, Derrick Plank and Shaheen Rajab.
The racing at the front was fast and furious, as Hennie shot into an early lead, but the man to watch was Derrick, who moved up from 4th on the grid to 2nd by the end of the first lap, and then caught Hennie on lap 3 and this was the last that the rest of the field would see of him as he disappeared into the distance. Derrick had his car working really well, and his tyre wear was minimal. In fact Derrick’s 35 Rear/37 Front combo wore the least of all the cars from both the A and B Main. His secret was the Multiring tyres he ran, and his ultra-smooth driving style. By the way, his tyres are now almost down to racing size!
The others continued to battle it out, and tyre changes were soon on the cards.
Hennie was the first to change, as he was starting to fall down the order, with Shaheen next. Johan’s car had a battery failure which put an end to his race, and with all the retirements we saw the wiley and experienced campaigners coming back into play. Wim Hoek who also opted for “no change” strategy, was now up to 2nd. 
Hennie’s new tyres were just right now and he came back with some blistering pace, while the others tried to conserve their tyres. With just 9 laps to go, he managed to pass Wim  who still finished a fine 3rd, 4 laps ahead of a fine drive by Kobus.
The seedings worked out great as the fastest lap by the drivers in this main was about .5sec behind the A Main boys but the consistant driving in this race saw some great “Finals Driving” with Derrick’s result giving him a great 6th overall. 

	Pos
	Car
	Name
	Details
	Laps
	Total Time
	B/Lap
	A/Lap
	StDev

	1 
	4 
	Derrick Plank
	AMR Serpent 960 Mega DS II
	129
	00:45:03.228
	018.824
	020.955
	05.721
	

	2 
	1 
	Hennie Kotze
	Di-San Mugen MRX4 JP
	122
	00:45:03.964
	018.890
	022.163
	00.426
	

	3 
	9 
	Wim Hoek
	DMCC Serpent 960 Mega
	121
	00:45:00.746
	020.071
	022.320
	02.844
	

	4 
	5 
	Kobus Swanepoel
	TRAP Motonica Rex 21
	117
	00:45:19.067
	019.103
	023.239
	05.491
	

	5 
	2 
	Shaheen Rajab
	AMR Serpent 960 NovasRossi
	102
	00:39:41.006
	018.560
	023.343
	03.552
	

	6 
	3 
	Luca Franicchi
	BRCCC Mugen Mega DS II
	96
	00:45:02.867
	019.818
	028.154
	00.029
	

	7 
	8 
	Johan Theron
	AMR MOTONICA RB
	73
	00:30:16.210
	018.986
	024.879
	08.457
	

	8 
	11 
	Daniel Ferguson
	DMCC Serpent 960 Mega DS II
	61
	00:22:40.268
	019.090
	022.299
	04.623
	

	9 
	7 
	Dean Cafun
	DMCC Serpent 960 Mega DS II 
	46
	00:18:15.123
	020.392
	023.807
	04.682
	

	10 
	6 
	Graeme Musto
	DRCCC Serpent 960 Mega DS II EM
	43
	00:17:27.062
	020.355
	024.350
	07.153
	

	11 
	10 
	Asad Rajab
	AMR Kyosho Evolva NovaRossi
	28
	00:14:20.820
	020.162
	030.743
	08.018
	

	12 
	12 
	Porky De Bruin
	BRCCC Serpent 960 Mega
	0
	00:00:00.000
	000.000
	000.000
	000.000
	


AMR National 8th Scale A-Main Report

From where the Chair stood

It was always going to be a gamble, straight into a 45 minute final without a clue on tyre wear & fuel consumption. Only a 10 minute Warm-Up around midday meant that this would be a final of the unknown. 

Thursday dawned with perfect weather. The track was sugared early & the first cars fired up and hit the new surface around 10. Early fliers were Theo, fresh from his debut at the recent World Championships in Argentina, Arnold also looked good in his Nova powered Kyosho Evolva . By midday the usual suspects were on track with Mikey taking his time getting into the groove, his 960/MEGA looking stable & quick as usual. Hein chose Thursday to dial in his new Mugen MRX4X/JP & Jacquie spent the day sorting his Motonica P8.0R/REX. 

By late afternoon a high speed train was now developing with Frans (Mugen/Nova), Karl (960/MEGA) & the Old Man himself (960/Excel/MEGA) all on the bus.

It was noted that the Old Man Wisey had been heard saying that AMR would not go down in the history books with some youngster taking the laurels….  This threat was heard all the way up pit lane… Founding member of AMR Bob Reid even came down to the track to see if all these threats were just idle.

Weather reports through the night proved true, Friday was a complete washout. Gary Briant showed up expecting to have a day at the track, instead the rain persisted…. 

Saturday proved no better, the rain gods had spoken, by the time it had stopped, the track was soaked and by 2pm racing was called off… The reports for Sunday were more positive.

And the sun came out.

It was decided that there would be an A & B final of 12 drivers, squadded by the committee based on Championship points and 2007 season performance and ALAS the Old Man was in. Rumors of him rain dancing through Friday was now surfacing…

The buzz in the pit lane was electric; the Serpent boys were seen in deep discussion. What’s the setup? Tyre Change? Yes No Maybe?  The Old Man just smiled.

Jacques was ever cool and calm. Having broken the duck at TRAP in 2006 would he be in victory lane again for Motonica/REX? 

Gary (Kyosho/BOSS) was looking confident; a past winner of an AMR 8th final he knew what it takes to survive the barriers. Arnie & Piet were raring to go, was the recent success of Lamberto Collari and Kyosho going to give them strength for their first National win? 

Karl (960/MEGA) had rounded up his militia; strength in numbers was his trump card...  This is AMR, not the place for the “Wildman” to unleash…

Johan (960/MEGA) sat patiently; he knew how strong he was in a 45 minute race. Time and time again he was there … Patience was the key, wait and see.

All was cool down at Smith’s racing. Stephen (Mugen/JP) was deep in prep work; dad Wayne knew if he could keep it together, a top 5 was for the taking.

Theo & Frans spent the morning prepping their new rides. Their Mugen cars were hooked up in Argentina, but this “ain’t Kansas”. Both knew to beat Mikey’s 960 they had to dig really deep on this one.

Hein knew he had a quick car, the rabbit on Thursday. Team Disan discussed strategy, would the tyres last 45 minutes? 

The same question was repeated all the way up Pit lane.

Past National driver, Neil Dimaris was seen mingling in the crowds, this was the final AMR showdown, the final race of 2007.

After a small delay in the Warm up, drivers pulled up in their positions on the grid, Mikey on TQ, a spot he’s filled all through 2007. Behind him were Hein, Jacques, Frans, Theo & Gary...

Once the buzzer went, 12 cars filed suit onto the back straight. What a sight. Absolutely clean first laps!
The Old Man was notably 7th after Lap 1. 

In the early stages Mike, Hein & Jacques were flying. What a dice! Never more that inches apart,With Frans, Gary & Theo in hot pursuit. 

Mikey hesitated with a back marker and went from 1st to 3rd in a flash... Hein seized the lead with Jacques on his tail.

The next 15 minutes would dictate the outcome of the race. While Mikey drifted to 8 seconds from the lead, Hein & Jacques tussled for the lead and in turn meant that a tyre stop was now on the cards… But 8 seconds is not enough, Mikey was already in cruise mode. Some say he had the aircon on already and one hand on the wheel!

At halfway, Hein was still leading, with Mikey 2nd and Jacques in 3rd. Gary was up to 4th.

Once tyres were changed and the dust had settled, Mike was now in command, clearly he was going the distance on 1 set of tyres. Would Hein & Jacquie give chase?

Hein’s strategy of a left side tyre change proved to be wrong. A second stop to change the right side followed by a stop-go penalty then a fuel cut put him out of contention.

Jacquie kept his cool after a small off track excursion, he knew 2nd was in the bag, Mikey had checked out and had a lap in hand.

This brought the Old man back into the game. Deciding not to change tyres was conservative, but Wisey knew there would be casualties, this is AMR. 

The checker fell after 45 grueling minutes, Mikey taking a clinical win with Jacques nursing his car in 2nd and Dave an impressive 3rd. 

Theo finished 5 second behind Dave, having changed tyres and Frans a further 7 seconds back. All on 136 laps, with Piet in 6th …notably Johan, Karl, Gary & Arnie had early showers.

The sun set on a classic race, on a fantastic 2007 season & an era that everyone will remember, AMR.

In the pits

Wayne.

	Pos
	Car
	Name
	Details
	Laps
	Total Time
	B/Lap
	A/Lap
	StDev

	1 
	1 
	Michael Wiseman
	DMCC Serpent 960 Mega DS II
	144
	00:45:17.412
	017.625
	018.870
	02.069
	

	2 
	3 
	Jacques Liebenberg
	TRAP Motonica REX
	142
	00:45:01.535
	017.271
	019.024
	02.947
	

	3 
	11 
	Dave Wiseman
	DMCC Serpent 960 Mega
	136
	00:45:01.296
	018.102
	019.862
	02.203
	

	4 
	5 
	Theo Christofi
	TRAP Mugen MRX4 JP FX
	136
	00:45:06.332
	017.979
	019.899
	03.456
	

	5 
	4 
	Frans Van Der Merwe
	TRAP Mugen JP
	136
	00:45:13.517
	017.713
	019.952
	04.044
	

	6 
	12 
	Pieter Pieterse
	TRAP Kyosho Evolva RB
	124
	00:45:03.723
	018.126
	021.804
	08.746
	

	7 
	2 
	Hein Kotze
	Di-San Mugen MRX4 JP
	122
	00:40:06.255
	017.379
	019.723
	08.324
	

	8 
	7 
	Stephen Smith
	Smiths Racing Mugen JP
	121
	00:45:07.099
	018.098
	022.372
	04.026
	

	9 
	8 
	Johan Kirsten
	TRAP Serpent 960 Mega MF
	119
	00:39:56.322
	018.003
	020.137
	02.952
	

	10 
	10 
	Karl Fawcett
	Smiths Racing Serpent 960 Mega DS II
	89
	00:35:02.758
	017.898
	023.626
	02.926
	

	11 
	6 
	Gary Briant
	TVR Kyosho Evolva Boss
	79
	00:24:55.171
	017.706
	018.926
	02.010
	

	12 
	9 
	Arnold Vermaak
	TRV Kyosho RB
	47
	00:15:46.243
	018.101
	020.132
	03.400
	


UNDERSTANDING ACKERMANN  (Thanks to the East London Clutch Guru for this input)
A simple way to determine whether more or less Ackermann is required is 

to test with toe-in and toe-out. If  toe-in (or less out)is better in a 

fast corner and (more)toe out is better in a slow corner, then the car needs 

more Ackermann (and vice versa)

The logic behind this is that the car requires more steering angle in slow corners 

than in fast corners, so in the example above, the car would be set with some toe 

in or out(to suit the fast corners at small steering inputs) and more Ackermann 

so the car develops more toe-out in the slow corners.

One important effect of lots of toe-out (which can be generated by Ackermann) in 

a corner is the direction of the force vector at the contact patch. With increasing 

angle of steer on the inner tyre as compared to the outer tyre comes increasing 

drag, which gives a yaw moment into the corner. That's probably the biggest 

effect of Ackermann and static toe-out on the front wheels.

 

 A moment of fame is not worth a lifetime of shame
A Newcomers view of 235.
 I’ve been racing 200mm for approximately 2.5 years and decided to try my hand at 235mm at the Atlas Nationals. Faizel was so kind as to lend me his old Serpent Impact M2 to see if I enjoyed the class. Thanks also to Lieb for the loan of a motor.(an old but quick Nova Mega).

I arrived at the track on Thursday and installed the motor and clutch, thanks also to Arnold for the help with the clutch. I put on a new set of tyres as the ones on the car were perished, testimony to how long ago the car had been driven.

I put the car on the track and after a cautious few laps, I put the hammer down and…..WOW…. the car was really fun to drive.  I ran a few more tanks to get used to stroking the throttle out of the corners to stop spinning out, not being used to a rear wheel drive car.

Unfortunately the qualifiers were rained out on Saturday and we were seeded according to our current points tally for the final. Great, I was 8th on the grid.

 What I enjoyed most was how competetive the class was, with all the cars being very similar, there was some good close racing, I eventually finnished 2nd. What was also great was the cost of tyres and the amount of runs you can get on only one pair.

I would recommend any newcomer to invest in a 235mm if he wants close competitive yet cheap  racing 

See you guys at the next Nat, and yes, I will be driving 235mm.

Regards 
Dale Preston

2007 Round-up
The season was run over 4 rounds this year, and resulted in record entries at all rounds. 

200mm Nitro Touring 
This class saw the biggest entries, but with Taki not racing this year, all expected an easier season, Wayne however, stepped up, as well as a number of drivers who have been nudging the top 10 but without being close enough for a TQ or a win. Suddenly, young Travis Carlyle upped his game, as did Christiaan Fourie and a few more names popped into the top 10 as we saw a bit of change in the old guard.

2008, Rumours abound of a comeback from Taki? 

Will Wayne continue with the class with the Worlds looming in August? 

Will the Disan boys continue to attack the top slots? 

Will this be the year of the youngsters with Shaun White, Henri and co, upping their game? 

Will any new names appear from EL or the Cape? 

Border is tipping one of their new youngsters as a top 5 runner!
Durban has a few extra new quickies threatening to travel this year! Beware, remember the Durban Nat!!

All in all, we can look foreward to a competitive and fast season of racing in 2008!

235mm

A new surge after Atlas and Mike White can already see the challenge coming to hunt for his titles.

New pace from Dale, and a couple of drivers just equipping themselves at the moment for the new season should add some fire to this class. Dark horse here could also be Ian Corbett, who was unlucky not to win the Durban leg and his improvement rate is really spectacular so look for a big challenge from him. 
A couple of ex-elcectric quickies lurking down in Cape Town, showing some quick pace at their Club racing.

Durban always has a few quickies in this class as well and with strong Club racing giving a good base for their members.

Trap could be the new challenge but a comeback from some of the AMR faithful could also bring them into the running at the front.
And then there’s Arnie!!!!!

1/8 
After Wayne controlled most of 2006, Mike Wiseman bounced back to dominate 2007, taking all 3 TQ spots as well as winning all 4 Mains. However this top pair had an early warning when Hein snatched the TQ early at TRAP and it was only in round 4 that both Wayne and Mike went the extra lap to knock him back to third. 

Jacques has not quite repeated his TRAP form of 2006 but is only a touch away from winning again. In addition, the classy Gary Briant is showing his pace and patience and we can expect a big challenge from him in 2008. 
The “Youngster from Pretoria” started the season so well at East London but work pressures curtailed his season in the latter half. Will we see a full bid by Faizel this year?

And what of The Pretoria boys Frans, Johan and Theo, hungry and getting quicker and quicker?

Karl on the other side of town?  Hmmmm!  Roll on 2008 !!

DATES FOR 2008

.  

Nat 1   TVR  Gauteng      16/17 Feb     
                                        
Nat 2  Border                   12/13 April    

   

Nat 3 Durban                    7/8 June        
 
            Nat 4  TRAP                     30/31 August 
                              
Nat 5  Cape                    25/26 October  
 On behalf of the whole Sarda Gas Committee, thanks for a great years racing, enjoy the festive season and see you all bright and early at TVR

Cheers Dave
