MINUTES OF THE 2008 GAS ON-ROAD
AGM HELD AT TRAP ON 30 AUGUST 2008

1. APOLOGIES:

none
2. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he was pleased with the standard of driving over the course of the weekend and this bodes well for future events and closer racing. He commented in particular on Christian Fourie and his recent trip to Portugal to attend the Worlds event.
The new Gas On-road committee is now in place and the focus for the year going forward would be one of improved communication amongst members through broader use of the SARDA Website and e-mail medium. This will be re-enforced through the distribution of a newsletter driven by the newly elected PRO. Thanks were extended to the outgoing 2007 Committee members, in particular Faizel Salie for his effort as Treasurer & long standing on the committee.

Chairman also noted that driver numbers are down for 2008. This is apparent at all levels including clubs. While it is appreciated that economic times is a critical factor, a concerted effort is required from club committees to encourage drivers back into the fold. A new marketing strategy is needed to raise awareness and introduce new members. Input from members is sought in this regard.
3. NOMINATIONS FOR 2009 COMMITTEE
Nominations were sought and proposed from members for the Gas On-road committee:

Chairman – Derek Plank and Wayne Joelson were proposed and seconded. After a vote by show of hands, Wayne was elected as the Chairman

Vice Chairman – Derek Plank was proposed, seconded and elected
Secretary – Malcolm Carlyle was proposed, seconded and elected

Competition Director – Dave Wiseman was proposed, seconded and elected

Treasurer – Frans Van Der Merwe was proposed, seconded and elected
PRO – Steve Munslow was proposed, seconded and elected

4. FINANCES
An income statement for the SARDA Gas On-road account was distributed by Frans Van Der Merwe. He highlighted the fact that there are still some members who have not paid their SARDA Affiliation fees for 2008.

He also highlighted concern with R 5983.36 worth of unaccounted deposits that he is unable to allocate because of insufficient information given by the depositor/race entrant. It is critical in future those members give full particulars when making deposits in order ensure that entries are credited and allocated correctly.

A concern raised by members was the absence of Public Liability insurance and the fact that SARDA Affiliation fees include the cost thereof. The Committee explained that this is being looked into with very little success at present. While the cost of insurance is paid by SARDA Gas On-road, it is a general expense from the fund and the fees paid by members to SARDA is for affiliation, just as it is in any other sport.
Finances are in a healthy state at present, but dwindling numbers at this stage may discourage the decision to reduce the R120 affiliation fee for next year. Some consideration will be given by the Committee on how best to apply the funds for next year.
The members will be informed timeously of their fees for 2009. The same will apply to clubs affiliating in 2009

5. RULE PROPOSALS & DATES FOR 2009 NATIONALS
It was proposed that fewer Nats than the current 5 per year be introduced in order to reduce costs to members for the championship. This was unanimously agreed to.

Further proposals were that 3 events be hosted with 2 of these to count or 4 events with 4 to count for the 2009 championship. This was put to vote by raising hands and unanimously decided that the 2009 championship will be decided over three events with the best result of two to count.

A third proposal was to change the current Saturday Sprint format similar to the qualifier format used at IFMAR level. This would see the introduction of 10 minute heats to decide the Sprint Championship. This was put to the vote and unanimously decided upon. Depending on the number entries & time, four such heats would be run on the Saturday.
6. GENERAL
The 2009 committee would decide on the rule format for the 1/10th 235 class as there are a number of concerns, namely the availability of the current .15 type engines & the dwindling numbers at nationals. This will also be influenced by the drivers who race the class.

It was minuted at the AGM that the organizers of the upcoming National in Cape Town have expressed the condition of the track & lack of manpower & finance may put the success of the event in jeopardy. The SARDA committee agreed that we will race 5 events this year and is reviewing the best options for the members. The new host club will be announced within a week.

The meeting ended at 18h55

The Secretary 
