Agenda

1. Welcome

2. Chairman’s Report

3. Financials

4. Rules Meeting

5. Election of 2010 Committee

6. General – 
7. Closure of Meeting 
Chairman’s Report
Entering 2009, we all knew that this was going to be a tough year due to the credit crunch which all us cash strapped R/C enthusiasts felt. We expected a substantial decrease in member participation, but to our surprise we only experienced shrinkage of 3% in Nats participation when compared to 2008. On Road Electric has traditionally been the strongest discipline within the larger SARDA fraternity and we have been lucky not to have experienced the decline in number of the other disciplines. 

Looking at the race entry stats a very interesting picture is painted. The class that boasts the biggest percentage growth from 2008 to 2009 was 1/12th mod posting a growth figure of 79%. Second was 19T at 67% and third Touring Modified at 22%. Touring Mod has grown at 22% for the past two years. It stands to reason that if we experienced overall shrinkage in race entries and we show increased participation in 3 classes then the remaining classes must have lost significant entries to the growing classes as well as those leaving the hobby. The biggest looser was Open Superstock as it gave away 45% of its 2008 entrants. Open Stock and Mini each gave away about 33% of their entries. 
It is clear that the faster brushless classes are becoming more popular. The conclusion that we can make from this observation is that as our drivers are becoming more proficient, they are graduating to faster classes. This is quite normal and to be expected, but what the stats are clearly showing, and flashing danger signs, is that there aren’t enough beginner racers replacing the racers whom are graduating to the faster classes. This will be a challenge for the 2010 season.

SARDA On Road Electric is about racing, and racing we did this year. I would like to thank all the clubs that hosted Nats this year for their dedication in being part of and pulling off the Nats series. Without your superlative efforts the National series would not have been a success. The year was started off by the ever reliable K90 whom provided us with quality Nats. TRAP followed with a challenging track lay out which really sorted the men from the boys. In June Durban played host to the Nats where the weather disrupted the finals on Sunday. This year’s Nats to remember was definitely the Welkom event held in August. Not only was the venue at true world class level, but the racing was excellent. Spectacular racing between Mike Wiseman, Michael Gibson and the Welkom winner Deans Steenmans had the spectators on their feet. Congratulations to these drivers for the brilliant display of race craft. We were all thoroughly entertained by their nerve and skill. There is no doubt that we were all treated and entertained by Scotty’s world renowned race commentary. This definitely was the cherrie on top of a great event. Well done to Antonio for pursuing an dream and bring it to reality, a reality which we are privileged to be part of. The year was ended off at Key West Model Racers’s brand new facility in Krugersdorp West. Guys you have done and excellent job of turning a dilapidated tennis club into a great racing venue. A big well done to Andre and his team. Of course we must not forget our members, without your participation there would not have been a season to report on, so thank you to all our members for your dedication.
It was with great disappointment that we were informed by IFMAR that our bid to host the 2010 ISTC and 1/112th World Championships was turned down for economic reasons. IFMAR cannot afford another poor internationally attended event as it has a very negative impact on IFMAR’s funding.

 For me as Chairman of SARDA On Road Electric I am proud of the improvement in proficiency I have seen our racers display during the course of the season. This is most encouraging to me and I hope that this trend will continue. As a Committee we have had our ups and down during the course of the year. We know that we cannot please everyone all the time, but we have been placed in office by the members for the members, I did find the hosting of opinion polls in poor taste and definitely not an avenue to vent ones dissatisfaction with decisions taken in the interest of the broader membership base. 
I would like to thank the Committee for their dedication and assistance during the season. I could not have asked for a more dedicated and active group of people. It was an honour for me to serve with each of you. The Committee will testify to the fact that we have had our heated discussions, they have been challenged in all decisions made in the interest of you the members. I believe that we have acquitted ourselves well in our mandate. I would like to thank each of my Committee members for the their contributions this year. To the Vice Chairman, Donald Wanwig, thank you for not leaving any stones unturned, always thinking of possible problems but then also solutions to these. Loraine Gibson our secretary with a wealth of SARDA experience as the longest serving Committee member, thank you for your minute and tireless Race Control. Our treasure Wimpie van Aswegen has kept balance sheet balanced and accounted for every sent as if it was his own hard earned money, thank you for your dedication. Charles Hollander joined the Committee this year as Event Organiser. This was a tough assignment which Charles handled proficiently and for that I thank you. Sylvester was also a new appointment for 2009 and made sure that we had all the correct trophies for prize giving. Thanks for a great job Sly. Christian Fourie developed his computer skills and especially his JLap skills. Christian was always at hand to help solve any Jlap issues, so he was kept very busy on a Nats weekend for which I thank you most sincerely. Antonio always gave good input in our discussions due to his close contact with the racers. Dynoing open stock motors was Antonio’s other forte for which I thank him. Demitri took charge of the Gauteng regionals this year as a pilot project and did a great job as the regionals proved very successful, thank you Demitri. Anderton also served his first year on the Committee and acquitted himself well in various administration tasks assigned to him, thank you Anderton. I ask you to give these great ambassadors of this hobby a big hand of applause, Thank you.

A person whom I feel needs a special mention and thank you is Evert Snyman whom noticed that we were having a tough time with the SARDA printer and arranged an brand new Xerox printer for SARDA. Evert set an example for all of us of positive contribution which benefitted all of the members.

I have served on the SARDA On Road Electric since 2001, the last three years as Chairman. It has been and honour for me to have held you, the members trust and confidence for this period. Time has come for me to bow gracefully and say thank you for the experience and opportunity, but time brings change and it is time for me to bring on change and therefore I will not be available for the 2010 Committee. I believe that it is important for consistency and therefore recommend our current vice chairman for the post of Chairman.
 I wish you all well for the festive season. Enjoy spending time with your loved ones families return invigorated for the 2010 season. 
Yours sincerely

Stan Hasumann

Chairman

SARDA On Road Electric 

Allocation of Tracks :  2009

1.)  K90              -  6,7 February 2010

2.)  Welkom       -  26,27 April 2010

3.)  DMCC          -  7, 8 August 2010

4.)  Keywest        -  25,26 September 2010

5.)  Meyersdal    -  6,7 November 2010

Reserve tracks:

Bedfordview
BRCCC

