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CONSTITUTION

1. NAME

The Association shall be known SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO DRIVERS’ ASSOCIATION – OFF-ROAD, hereafter referred to as SARDA Off-road.

2. AIMS AND OBJECTS

2.1 The objects of the Association shall be to operate and function as a corporate body for the purpose of promoting, fostering and encouraging 1/10th scale off-road radio controlled car racing and for that purpose to do and/or cause to be done any such act or thing as the Committee of SARDA Off-road shall deem to further the aforesaid object including the acquisition, hire, alienation, lease, encumbering and investment of moveable, immovable and incorporeal property or of any limited interest therein, the lending, investment or placing of Association funds, the borrowing of money, the acquisition of rights and incurring of obligations, and the making of grants and donations.

2.2 SARDA Off-road is not formed for the purpose of carrying on any business that has for its object the acquisition of gain by SARDA Off-road or by the individual members thereof.

2.3 The Association is formed for the purpose of promoting 1/10th scale off-road radio controlled car racing, and the promotion of any professional event at which prize money is paid of from which the participant receives pecuniary benefit is expressly forbidden.

2.4 The principal objects of SARDA Off-road are to promote the creation of clubs countrywide, to develop and monitor rules pertaining to the sport, to co-ordinate competitions at National level and to promote inter-member and inter-club fellowship.

3. STATUS

3.1 SARDA Off-road is formed with the intention that by this Constitution, and by its objects and activities, it shall be a body corporate or “universitas” having a separate legal “persona” with perpetual succession, and with the capacity of acquire and hold property for itself and apart from it’s members, and likewise to acquire other rights and incur obligations, and sue and be sued, for and by itself and apart from it’s members.

3.2 The property and other assets of SARDA Off-road shall vest in the Association, which shall hold such assets for itself as distinct from it’s individual members, and the individual members or clubs shall have no right in or to any property of other assets of the Association.

3.3 Any obligation incurred by or for or on behalf of SARDA Off-road shall be incurred for the Association itself, and to the exclusion of the individual members of clubs.

3.4 Under no circumstances shall the assets of SARDA Off-road or any part thereof be distributed to members/clubs in the form of a dividend of share out of profits or remaining funds and in the event of the Association being dissolved, the assets shall be handed over to such other body having similar objectives to that of the SARDA Off-road Committee.

3.5 SARDA Off-road may sue or be sued in its own name and the right of the decision to sue or to defend any suit shall vest in the Committee of the Association.

4. MEMBERSHIP

4.1 Membership shall be open to any paid up member of any club affiliated to SARDA Off-road, or to a club, subject to such applicant being accepted by the Committee as being in sympathy with the objects of the Association.

4.2 Applications shall be made on the prescribed form provided.

4.3 The Committee shall have the right to postpone or reject any Application for Membership in order to maintain a safe limit to racing activities, or for any other reason, which need not be disclosed.

4.4 On acceptance of an Application for Membership, payment of such entrance fee and annual subscription as may from time to time be established by the Committee shall be due and the Association’s official membership card shall constitute proof of membership.

4.5 Membership may be suspended or cancelled by the Committee at their absolute discretion after due warning if the conduct of any member is contrary to SARDA Off-road’s Objects and Rules.

5. MANAGEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION

All business and affairs of SARDA Off-road shall be managed and controlled by the Committee. The Committee in office from time to time shall act as Trustees of the property, assets and other rights of the Association, which property, assets and rights shall be held for and on behalf of SARDA Off-road itself and to the exclusion of the individual members. The Committee shall exercise its authority in the best interests of the Association.

6. POWERS GRANTED TO THE COMMITTEE

In relation to SARDA Off-road and it’s property, assets and other rights, the Committee shall have all such powers and authorities as are allowed in law and shall be entitled to do any act of which a natural person is capable, except such acts as are expressly prohibited in terms of this Constitution, and in particular (but without derogation from the generality of the foregoing) the Committee shall acquire, hold, encumber, lease or dispose of property, assets or other rights on such terms as it may decide.

7. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

The Committee may by resolution delegate to any persons the right to do any such act or acts as it is entitled to do.

8. STRUCTURE OF COMMITTEE

8.1 The Committee shall consist of at least four (4) members being a Chairman, a Race Director, a Secretary and a Treasurer. All Chairmen of affiliated clubs automatically become ordinary members to this Committee. The Committee may co-opt additional members as it deems fit.

8.2 The principal responsibilities of Committee members shall be:

8.2.1 Chairman – responsible for guiding the Committee towards attaining the objects of the Association and general good administration.

8.2.2 Race Director – responsible for the organizing of race events, acting as Vice-Chairman in the absence of the Chairman, and guiding clubs according to the SARDA Off-road Rules.

8.2.3 Secretary – responsible for all secretarial services and administrative duties within the Committee.

8.2.4 Treasurer – responsible for the necessary records, books of account and annual as well as monthly financial reports.

9. TERM OF OFFICE

Each Committee member shall serve until such time as

9.1 the next Committee has been elected by majority vote at an AGM; or

9.2 he/she gives thirty (30) days’ notice of resignation to the Chairman or Secretary; or

9.3 a majority of members or clubs notify the Secretary in writing of their mandate to call a meeting to propose and elect by majority vote alternative Committee members, whereupon he/she/they will resign but can stand for re-election.

10. MEETINGS AND VOTING 

10.1 Meetings will be held as deemed necessary by the Committee, or on written application by one-third (1/3) of members or in terms of clause 9.3.

10.2 The Secretary must give at least seven (7) days notice of meetings to members except in regard to clause 9.3 where at least thirty (30) days notice must be given.

10.3 At all meetings proposals will be decided by a simple majority of votes by those present; the Chairman will preside and also have a casting vote.

11. FINANCE

11.1 The financial year shall commence on the 1st November each year, whilst membership fees will be payable per calendar year.

11.2 Annual membership fees, as determined by the Committee, shall be notified in December to each member.

11.3 Membership fees shall be submitted with the Application for Membership form and are fully refundable if the application is not approved.

11.4 All money received by SARDA Off-road shall be deposited in the Association’s bank account.

11.5 All withdrawals must be approved by the Committee and signed by the Treasurer.

11.6 The Committee shall produce an annual Financial Statement at each financial year-end.

12. GENERAL

12.1 All members and clubs must obey the SARDA Off-road Rules.

12.2 Only paid up SARDA Off-road members may participate in SARDA sanctioned events.

13. AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION

This Constitution save paragraphs 2.2 and 3 hereof, may be amended by a majority vote at a duly constituted Special General Meeting of the Association of which at least thirty (30) days’ notice had been given to members and the reason for the meeting duly stated.

14. DISSOLUTION

The Association shall be dissolved if two thirds of its members present, or by proxy, at a Special General Meeting called specifically for that purpose and of which at least thirty (30) days’ notice had been given to all members, decide that the Association be dissolved.
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